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How local government might proceed with decision-making on the Michigan Medical Marihuana
Facilities Licensing Act (MMFLA) (MCL 333.27101 et seq.) is a flow chart which suggests that local
government officials initiate a conversation in the jurisdiction with a diverse set of stakeholders to hear
and assemble the pros and cons of the issue in the community. This flowchart is not a substitute for
following the statutorily required process for adopting a zoning ordinance amendment as detailed in the
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, PA 110 of 2006, as amended.

“Thirty seven million acres is

all the Michigan we will ever have”
William G. Milliken
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This is a fact sheet developed by experts on the topic(s) covered within MSU Extension.
Its intent and use is to assist Michigan communities making public policy decisions on
these issues. This work refers to university-based peer reviewed research, when available
and conclusive, and based on the parameters of the law as it relates to the topic(s) in
Michigan. This document is written for use in Michigan and is based only on Michigan
law and statute. One should not assume the concepts and rules for zoning or other
regulation by Michigan municipalities and counties apply in other states. In most cases
they do not. This is not original research or a study proposing new findings or
conclusions.

In the follow chart the following abbreviations are used:

* [Bmeans Legislative Body: Township Board of Trustees, City Council, and Village Council.
* PC means the Planning Commission.

This flowchart is not a substitute for following the statutorily required process for adopting a zoning
ordinance amendment as detailed in the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.
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1. Legislative Body and Planning Commission starts the conversation with other officials,
community members, and neighboring communities.

When done go to 2.

2. The decision is made to prohibit or to allow facilities.
Prohibit facilities, go to 3.

Allow facilities, go to 4.

3. Legislative body prepares and passes a resolution declaring no facilities will be allowed.

End of process.

4. Two simultaneous things should be worked on:

4A. Planning Commission creates advisory committee and names citizen members to draft zoning
standards: Go to 5.

4B. Legislative body begins drafting police power ordinance to allow one or more facility type(s). Work
cooperatively with Planning Commission, see 9.

5. Planning Commission committee holds several work sessions to study and discuss issue and
decide to

Concentrate facilities, go to 6.
Disperse facilities, go to 7.

Or other approach, go to 8.

6. Determine the zoning district(s) to allow facilities.

When done go to 8.

7. Determine which facilities types will be allowed in which zoning districts.

When done go to 8.

8. Develop discretionary and non discretionary standards to review facilities applications as a
special use.

When done go to 9.

9. Planning Commission holds public open house to share draft zoning standards and police power
ordinance for input. Work cooperatively with Legislative body, see 4B.
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When done with Planning Commission (zoning amendment) work go to 10A.

When done with Legislative Body (police power ordinance) work go to 10B.

10A. Planning Commission refines zoning standards then hold public hearing.

After public hearing go to 11.

10B. Legislative body refines police power ordinance.

When done go to 11.

11. Planning Commission recommends adoption of zoning amendment to Legislative Body.

Gotol12.

12. Legislative body adopts police power ordinance and zoning amendment.

End of process.
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This publication was developed in collaboration by:
= Brad Neumann, AICP, Senior Educator, Government and Public Policy, MSU Extension, Michigan
State University

To find contact information for authors or other MSU Extension experts use this web page:
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/experts.

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that
encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color,
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran
status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jeffrey W.
Dwyer, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade
names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned. The name 4-H and the emblem consisting of a four-leaf clover
with stem and the H on each leaflet are protected under Title 18 USC 707.
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